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for the crumbling schools. That is rea-
son enough for the Republican leader-
ship to have denied tens of millions of
Americans patients rights when they
need a referral to a specialist, when
they need a test, when they need treat-
ment. They are denied, with no appeal,
and the Republicans have denied them
legislation to fix that. It was within
the power of this Congress, but the big
money spoke louder than the millions
of Americans who needed help.

Then the teenagers getting hooked
on tobacco, well, too bad for them too,
according to the Republican leader-
ship. There was not time to take care
of that problem.
f

A SOLUTION TO THE BUDGET
GRIDLOCK

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 21, 1997, the gentlewoman from
Washington (Mrs. LINDA SMITH) is rec-
ognized during morning hour debates
for 5 minutes.

Mrs. LINDA SMITH of Washington.
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to offer a so-
lution to the gridlock between this
body and the President, one that our
President says he is willing to shut
down the government over. I ask the
President to stay in town at least one
day, to cancel his trip to New York to
the fund-raiser for an important friend
of his, and consider this: There is a
simple solution available that will sat-
isfy both the President and Congress
and avert the potential crisis that this
Nation faces if he does not start paying
attention. In fact, the problem could be
resolved today.

First of all, both the President and
Congress have promised to save Social
Security. Now, in order to really put
action behind that promise, neither
side can spend the phantom surplus So-
cial Security dollars, not through new
spending, not through tax cuts.

Second, our focus is on education, a
value that we all wholeheartedly say
must be a priority. Now, let us keep
these two goals in mind and consider
the President’s words.

One week ago, two weeks ago, about
once a week for some time, the Presi-
dent has proclaimed that his top goal
is to save Social Security. Now his goal
has changed this week, but that is
what he has been saying.

This week he says he is going to shut
down the government, not for the goal
of saving Social Security, but he is
going to shut down the government if
we do not agree to dig deeply into the
Social Security trust fund and spend
billions of dollars, new dollars, on edu-
cation programs.

Now what we have is the President
pitting the needs of elderly Americans
against the needs of children and ask-
ing us, the American people, to choose.
He says we have to choose between pro-
tecting Social Security for our elderly
or shoring up education for the future
of our children.

I stand here today to say this is a
false choice that Congress and Ameri-

cans do not have to make. There is an-
other way.
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The solution is simple. Common
sense, something that came directly
from the people, not this body, and it is
to return money directly to local
school districts and bypass the bureau-
cratic cost and the red tape of Wash-
ington, D.C., the most asked-for edu-
cational change from all the teachers
throughout America.

The House of Representatives has
passed a model piece of legislation, the
Dollars to the Classroom Act, that pro-
vides enough money for schools and
school districts to hire 110,000 teachers.
It just simply does this by taking a
portion of the education bureaucracy
and block-granting 95 percent of these
31 Federal education programs directly
to our local classrooms.

The beauty of this bill is that it al-
lows local people the flexibility to hire
more teachers and reduce class sizes;
or, if their district needs it more and
their class sizes are already low, buy
new computers, books or supplies. Ba-
sically, they can use the money to buy
whatever the children need most, not
what is directed by bureaucrats 2,500
miles away.

The President threatens that if we
were to do this, he would veto it, be-
cause he still believes, as many on the
Hill here in Washington D.C. believe,
that bureaucrats know better than par-
ents. I think they are wrong.

This budget battle should remind
Americans of how difficult it will be
for politicians to leave Social Security
trust funds alone, so that it is to pro-
tect our elderly neighbors that we
should be standing here. It is what we
should be about. But here we are, just
a week away from a promise to save
Social Security. Last week, the week
after, the week before, and the Presi-
dent came back to town to posture
long enough after he read the polls. He
knows we care about children. He
knows I think daily about my six
grandchildren, but he has decided that
for the sake of campaigns, that this is
the right thing to do.

We need to bypass the bureaucracy.
We need to get out of the political
rhetoric, and we need to get into the
hearts and the neighborhoods and the
school districts. We need not to sepa-
rate generations.

I stand here today to plead with
America to call the President back to
town to negotiate a fair budget.

f

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
PEASE). Pursuant to clause 12 of rule I,
the Chair declares the House in recess
until 2 p.m.

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 47
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess until 2 p.m.

AFTER RECESS
The recess having expired, the House

was called to order by the Speaker at 2
p.m.
f

PRAYER
The Chaplain, Reverend James David

Ford, D.D., offered the following pray-
er: You have promised, O gracious God,
to be with us wherever we are, in the
towering heavens to the deepest
oceans, from the moments of high exul-
tation and in tragedy and great de-
spair. We know that we cannot flee
from Your presence and Your spirit
will never leave us.

This day we pray that Your spirit
would encourage us when we need en-
couragement, that Your spirit would
reconcile when we need reconciliation,
and when we face anxiety, we pray that
peace and hope will be Your gift to all
Your people. This is our earnest pray-
er. Amen.
f

THE JOURNAL
The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-

ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.
f

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman

from Pennsylvania (Mr. PITTS) come
forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. PITTS led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

f

ATTENDING FUND-RAISERS
(Mr. HAYWOOD asked and was given

permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. HAYWORTH. Mr. Speaker, yes-
terday I came to the well of this House,
and I asked the President of the United
States, Mr. Speaker, to refrain from at-
tending two major fund-raising events,
to stay here in Washington and work
with the Congress to make the deci-
sions necessary to reach accord on our
budget situation. The President, in-
deed, decided not to go to Palm Beach,
Florida, but sadly, Mr. Speaker, the
President plans to go on to New York
City for not one, but three fund-raising
events tonight.

Those three fund-raising events will
give him a total of 100 fund-raising
events, Mr. Speaker, and yet the Presi-
dent all year long has only held two
Cabinet meetings, on both occasions to
discuss his personal situation.

Mr. Speaker, I would call on the
President again not to attend the fund-
raising meetings in New York, espe-
cially, as I pointed out yesterday, be-
cause they are to benefit a sitting
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